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Shaping tomorrow’s future

Animal health and economics — top-
ics that spring to mind with these
words are the costs associated with
large outbreaks of animal diseases or
the impact on the trade of animals
and their products. Yet they also con-
cern research investments, disease
prevention or the effect of compan-
ion animals on their owner’s health.
While they do not necessarily make
big headlines, these and many others
are also subject to economic deci-
sions.

Economics — making decisions and
choices in the allocation of scarce re-
sources in order to achieve different
goals — is to a very large extent about
why people do what they do. Or even
why they don’t do what they ought
to do. It takes into consideration be-
haviour and how it is determined by
what people value. It is not just mon-
ey that matters, but everything peo-
ple care for.

Economics help to understand why
individual animal owners see things
differently from politicians and insti-
tutions. It also gives an insight into
why people might not comply with
good advice, or how to increase the
effectiveness of such advice.

A good education and training in
understanding the structure and
functioning of different animal spe-
cies, relevant diseases, public health
implications, animal welfare and
behaviour are what defines the vet-
erinary professional. However ad-
ditional training and a good under-
standing of economics will help to
become a more effective veterinary
professional.

This is why FVE participates in the
NEAT project!, which helps to put
animal health professionals in touch
with professionals educated in an-
imal health economics. It strives to
enhance general understanding and
awareness, and to create a sustain-
able network for sharing and devel-
oping teaching resources. In other
words, it helps to shape tomorrow’s
world.

Jan Vaarten, FVE Executive Director

1 http://www.neat-network.eu
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Animal health

FVE publishes Q&A on new
rules

From 29 December 2014 the legis-
lation will change in respect to pet
travel rules and pet passports for EU
citizens travelling inside or outside
the EU.

Where can | get a pet passport? What
is the minimum age for pets to trav-
el? When is tapeworm treatment re-
quired? Is identification by tattooing
allowed? These and other questions
are addressed by an 11-page Ques-
tions & Answers document? produced
by FVE in collaboration with the Fed-
eration of European Companion Ani-
mal Veterinary Associations (FECAVA)
and the European Commission.

2 http://www.fve.org/uploads/publications/
docs/044_questions_and_answers_re_new_pet_
passport_regulation_0210.pdf
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FVE Aquaculture WG
prepares report

The FVE working group on
Aquatic  Animal Health and
Aquaculture has drafted a A4-page
report titled ‘Vet-erinary  aspects
of aquatic animal health and
welfare, aquatic and or-namental
fish trade’. It touches upon the
health, welfare and sustainability
of  European aquaculture, the
avail-ability of medicines,
involvement  of  the veterinary
profession,  veterinary education

in aquatic medicine and the
trade and movement of
orna-mental fish. It also issues

a number of recommendations.
The draft report will be presented
for adoption at the FVE general
assembly in  November. It will
become  publicly available in
December.

FVE calls for central EU
database

On 12 September, a
Commission proposal to revise the

g

identification of horses was endorsed
by EU Member States’ experts, the

Standing Committee on the Food
Chain and Animal Health. The intro-
duction of a compulsory centralised
database in all Member States will
hopefully assist the competent au-
thorities to better control the issu-
ance of the passports by different
passport issuing bodies. The Regula-
tion will apply from 1 January 2016.

FVE welcomes the improvements
but expects that the obstacles for
the traceability of horses in Europe
still need to be overcome. The Eu-
ropean parliament will now discuss
the proposal. On 22 September, MEP
Francoise Grossetéte (PPE) also for-
mulated a written question® to the
Commission on the same topic.

FVE delegations meet MEPs

Early October, Italian and German
FVE delegations met with new mem-
bers of the European Parliament
(MEPs), in particular those with key
positions in the EP’s Agricultural and
Environmental Committees AGRI and
ENVI. The aim was to introduce FVE
and to present them with the Fed-
eration’s key position papers on the

3 Question for written answer E-006516/2014
to the Commission by Frangoise Grossetéte (PPE).
Subject: Traceability of horses in Europe
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Animal Heath Law, animal welfare,
official controls, pubic health, veter-
inary medicines, the veterinary pro-
fession and veterinary education.

MEP Giovanni La Via, chairman of
the European Parliament Committee
(ENVI) in charge of Official Controls
legislative proposal and food safety
dossiers, met with Gaetano Penoc-
chio and Mario Tolasi (both of the Na-
tional Italian Veterinary Order FNOVI)
and Francesco Proscia (FVE Office).

The German delegation, consisting
of Hans-Joachim G6tz and Heiko Fér-
ber (German Veterinary Practitioners
Organisation BpT) and FVE executive
director Jan Vaarten met with three
German MEPs: Peter Liese (a medical
doctor and member of ENVI commit-
tee), Karl Heinz Florenz (ENVI) and Al-
bert Dess (AGRI).

FVE celebrates World
Animal Day

On the occasion of world animal day,
4 October, representatives of the FVE
and of the Federation of European
Companion Animal Veterinary As-
sociations (FECAVA) joined the Eu-
ropean Commission on their stand,
together with the International fund
for animal welfare (IFAW) in Elsene/
Ixelles, in the suburbs of Brussels.

The theme was ‘animals in the city’.
On the stand, the FVE helped to un-
derline the importance of responsi-
ble pet ownership. The programme
also included demonstrations of dog
trainers, exhibitions, workshops and
a competition for the most sympa-
thetic dog.

Animal welfare

FVE sets up working group

Members of the new working group
on animal welfare, set up jointly by
the FVE and the Union of European
Veterinary practitioners (UEVP) are:
Lotta Berg (Chair, Sweden, academia),
Thomas Blaha (Germany, academia),
Roberto Bardini (Italy, practitioner/
industry), Fabien Loup (Switzerland,
state veterinary officer), David McK-
ervey (lreland, state veterinary of-
ficer), Borut Zemljic (Slovenia, large
animal practitioner), Ben Mayes (UK/
FEEVA seat, horse practitioner) and
Monique Megens (NL/ FECAVA seat,
companion animals).

The working group will draft an action
plan at their 19 November meeting.

Animal welfare at the heart
of the EU

‘Putting animal welfare at the heart
of the EU’ was the topic of the Act-
4Animals conference organised on
7-9 October by Eurogroup for Ani-
mals, in collaboration with the inter-
group on the Conservation and wel-
fare of animals of the new European
Parliament.

Bans on conventional cages for lay-
ing hens, on individual sow stalls
and on animal testing for cosmetics
were among the key animal welfare
achievements in the past four years
in the EU, recalled Andrea Gavinelli
(Animal Welfare Unit of the European
Commission).

He confirmed that the Commission
will continue to put efforts in pro-

moting EU values on animals abroad
thanks to cooperation, both on bilat-
eral level, such as free trade agree-

ments (FTAs)/cooperation forums
with Chile, Brazil and New Zealand,
as on multilateral level with the
World Health Organisation and the
FAO. He also announced several stud-
ies that are currently being conduct-
ed: into education on animal welfare
(expected end 2014), on information
to consumers on the stunning of an-
imals (end 2014), on the welfare of
dogs and cats in commercial practic-
es (2015) and a study on system re-
straining bovine animals by inversion
or other unnatural positions (2015).

Joanna Swabe (in the picture above)
of Humane Society International
agreed there were reasons to be
proud of the achievements in the
EU. However, she recalled that, for
example, ‘the US is not of the same
mind-set’ and that the EU’s ‘more
advanced animal welfare measures
are often viewed as protectionist and
as forming unnecessary barriers to
trade, because most US farmers don’t
meet EU’s higher welfare standards.’
She stressed that ‘the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership
(TTIP) must be a 21st Century Free
Trade Agreement with respect to an-
imal welfare, animal testing and re-
search, and conservation, serving as
the standard for future FTAs’.
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Animal welfare workshop

On 13-14 October, Lyon hosted an
Animal Welfare Workshop organised
by the FVE jointly with the Europe-
an Commission, the Lyon Veterinary
School (VetAgro Sup) and the French
Associations of Veterinary Practition-
ers (SNVEL, SNGTV).

Some 100 participants (picture on
your right) attended the workshop,
which aimed to ‘provide veterinari-
ans with a deeper understanding of
animal welfare’. The workshop con-
sisted of four sessions — pigs, horses,
cattle and zoo animals — each with a
theoretical and practical part, includ-
ing the use of welfare assessment
tools in practice. All presentations
will be available on the website of
the European Commission®. Similar
workshops have been held in Buda-
pest (Hungary), Barcelona (Spain),
Riga (Latvia), Sinaii (Romania), Lasize
(Italy), Zeist (Netherlands) and War-
saw (Poland). So far, over 1,200 veter-
inarians from more than 27 countries
have attended these workshops.

4  http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/
information_sources/ahw_events_en.htm
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Public health

Callisto: final
recommendations adopted

From 22 to 24 October, the experts of
Callisto — the European think tank on
diseases transmitted by companion
animals - met for a final time, in or-
der to adopt common recommenda-
tions that contribute to reducing the
risk for i- met for a final time, in order
to adopt common recommendations
that contribute to reducing the risk
for infectious disease transmission
from companion animals to man and
food animals.

The recommended actions are based
on the outcome of the previous cy-
cles that identified knowledge and
technology gaps in the management
of such risks. The recommendations
have now been regrouped per topic,
prioritised and organised in a ‘what-
why-how’ manner. Topics of recom-
mendations include:

. Demographics and tracing/
movement of companion animals

o Education and communication
(risk communication, responsible pet
ownership, education of human doc-
tors, veterinarians and pet owners,
One Health)

o Surveillance of zoonotic patho-
gens and their vectors in companion
animals

Companion animals as source
of disease in humans and farm ani-
mals

o Infection control (risk factors,
vaccination, diagnostics, multidrug
resistant bacteria)

o Host-pathogen interaction

As part of this final three-day confer-
ence, the consortium shared some of
their preliminary conclusions with a
wider public invited for an open sem-
inar. Speakers at the seminar includ-
ed Professor Steve Dean, chairman of
the Kennel Club (UK), Bruno Chomel,
professor Population Health and Re-
production at UCDavis and James Ser-
pell, professor of Animal Ethics and
Welfare at the School of Veterinary
Medicine, University of Pennsylvania.
A panel discussion was led by Profes-
sor Michael Day, WSAVA One Health
Committee chairman and member of
the Callisto executive board.

A final version of the report is cur-
rently in preparation. It will be pre-
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sented to the European Commission
disseminated to other relevant stake-
holders and the wider public.

Making a powerful concept
work

A ‘One Health’ event was held in Lon-
don on 13th October, organised by
the Bella Moss Foundation in collab-
oration with the Comparative Medi-
cine Network and the Epidemiology
& Public Health Section of the Royal
Society of Medicine (RSM). Aim of
the conference was ‘to review cur-
rent issues relating to the prudent
use of antimicrobials and to infection
control in animals and humans and
to identify areas where action is re-
quired.’

Experts from both fields presented
the critical aspects of antimicrobi-
al resistance and infection control,
highlighting the imperative of the
‘One health-one world’ approach in
order to tackle them.

The meeting was attended by repre-
sentatives of organisations active in
both medical and veterinary sector,
academics, veterinary practitioners
and physicians. FVE was represented
by Despoina latridou, who participat-
ed in the discussions and the poster
session with the recently produced
leaflet: ‘Doctors, Dentists and Veter-
inarians advise how to use antibiotics
responsibly”.

5 http://www.fve.org/news/publications.
php?item=235

FVE warns against
consumption of raw milk

‘Many people tend to believe that
foods that have not been processed
are better for their health. Howev-
er, very often the opposite is true.
Since ages, food is processed to
eliminate micro-organisms that can
make people sick.” So starts a recent
press release by the FVES, warning
against the consumption of raw, un-
pasteurized milk and raw milk-based
dairy products. ‘In recent months,
several European countries have re-
ported outbreaks of diseases which
were directly related to the drinking
of unpasteurised raw milk. These

be fatal vulnerable groups such as
children and older people.

FVE against ‘systematic
euthanasia’ of in-contact
pets

Following a recent court order in
Spain to euthanize the pet dog of a
nurse who tested positive for the
Ebola virus, FVE urges that this case
‘should not create a precedent where
euthanasia is automatically consid-
ered the preferred option’.

Although it is possible that dogs may
harbour the virus — particularly in en-

cases should not have occurred as
they could have been prevented.
Raw milk and raw milk-based prod-
ucts may contain many pathogens
that can cause severe illness (includ-
ing vomiting, diarrhoea, abdominal
pain, fever and headache), such as
Staphylococcus aureus, Campylobac-
ter jejuni, Salmonella species, E. coli,
Listeria monocytogenes, Mycobacte-
rium tuberculosis and bovis, Brucella
species, Coxiella Burnetii and Yersinia
enterocolitica. The bacteria may even

6 http://www.fve.org/uploads/publications/
docs/007_raw_milk_cunsumption_final.pdf

demic areas where they may roam
and have access to infected animal
carcasses — house pets that may po-
tentially be exposed in developed
countries represent ‘a very different
risk scenario, according to FVE in
its recent press release’. Although
dogs can seroconvert to Ebola vi-
rus, to date the virus has never been
isolated from a dog. FVE therefore
recommends dealing with such inci-
dents ‘on a case-by-case basis’ by a

7 http://www.fve.org/uploads/publications/
docs/011_press_release_ebola.pdf
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multi-disciplinary team applying sci-
ence-based risk assessment.

PAA decontamination: FVE
calls for labelling

Following the adoption of the EFSA
opinion on the use of peroxyacetic
acid (PAA) for the decontamination
of poultry carcasses®, FVE stresses
that ‘decontamination or any other
equivalent ‘treatment’ of carcass-
es can never replace Good Hygiene
Practices on farm and abattoir level,
and should only be used under excep-
tional circumstances — and only after
the inspection process has been com-
pleted.”

In its position paper®, the FVE further-
more warns that a decontamination
treatment may remove the normal
competitive microflora, which could
render the surface of the carcass
susceptible to preferential growth of
pathogens that may be already pres-
ent or added by recontamination af-
ter treatment.

Finally, FVE calls for ‘clear and unam-
biguous labelling of all meat subject-

ed to decontamination’ — whatever
the process.

FVE proposes relevant,
user-friendly FCI tool

The European Commission has start-
ed to draft a Regulation to define the
minimum food chain information
(FCI) requirements in all Member
States. The FVE working group on
food safety and quality and the Eu-
ropean Livestock and Meat Trading
Union (UECBV) have collaborated to
work on a FCl template for pigs'®. The
two organisations agree that FCl is
‘an essential tool’ to check whether
animals are fit for human consump-
tion. For this reason, FVE and UECVB
stress that the FCl model:

o needs to be relevant
for meat inspection, and en-
hance a risk-based approach
o must be simple and
easy to fill in by farmers
o must address public health

concerns but ideally also animal
health and animal welfare issues

o should have an electronic form
° should be

embraced by

8 http://www.fve.org/uploads/publications/
docs/002_decontamination_of carcasses_per-
oxy_2014.pdf

9 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/efsajournal/
pub/3599.htm
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10 http://www.fve.org/uploads/publications/
docs/5125_fci_uecbv_fve_final_0_8.pdf

involved  (farmers/
practitioners, official veteri-
narian and slaughterhouses)
o must serve as common re-
quirement not only for international
trade but also at national level.

all  parties

To achieve these goals, the FVE and
UECVB have suggested a number of
modifications to the proposed FCI
template for pigs, in particular re-
garding relevance and user-friend-
liness of the tool. The template has
been sent to the European Commis-
sion, the Permanent Representatives
and other stakeholders.

The FVE WG on food safety and qual-
ity has also been working extensively
on a guidance document for opera-
tors involved at all stages of the food
chain, from the farm to the process-
ing of the meat.

The guidance document will explain
in detail the aim and steps of the FCI,
and how all involved can best benefit
from the collected data, such as in-
spection results and the relevant ep-
idemiological indicators of livestock
intended for slaughter.
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Medicines

15% decline in antibiotic
use

The fourth report of the European
surveillance of veterinary antimicro-
bial consumption (ESVAC) has just
been published'. It contains the 2012
antibiotic sales of 26 European coun-
tries. Together, the countries cover
about 95% of the food-producing an-
imal population in the EU/EEA area.
The report notes a 15% decline in
antibiotic use between 2010 and
2012 — despite a stable PCU (pop-
ulation correction unit used in the
ESVAC as a proxy for the size of the
animal population) — while antibi-
otic use in humans increased the
same period. The countries with the
largest decrease were the Nether-
lands (-49%), France (-22%), Slovenia
(-21%) and ltaly (-20%). There were
only two countries which observed a
slight increase of use over that peri-
od, Bulgaria and Ireland (both +7%).

The main reasons given for the de-
cline are campaigns on responsi-

ve B Prg )

11 http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.
jsp?curl=pages/regulation/document_listing/docu-
ment_listing_000302.jsp

ble use, changes in animal demo-
graphics, restrictions, increased
awareness and setting targets.
The sales (mg/PCU) of premixes ac-
counted for 35.5% of the overall
sales, while 33.7% were oral pow-
ders and 22.3% were oral solutions.
Injectables accounted for 7.5%, while
only 1.0% were intramammaries, oral
pastes, bolus and intrauterine prepa-
rations.

The most widely used veterinary an-
timicrobials are tetracyclines (37%),
penicillins (22%) and sulfonamides
(10%). About 10% of all antimicrobi-
als are critically important antibiotics,
with a wide variation between coun-
tries: macrolides (0.04 to 17%, mean
8%), fluoroquinolones (1.2 to11%,
mean 1.7%) and 3th and 4th gener-
ation cephalosporins (0.01 to 1.2 %,
mean 0.2%). Over recent years FVE
and several of its members have put
a lot of effort in the promotion of re-
sponsible use of antimicrobials. The
Federation is proud on its contribu-
tions to containing antimicrobial re-
sistance.

Availability: national
differences ‘likely to
remain’

C. Buhot, FVE President

Although the FVE welcomes the
long-awaited European Commis-
sion’s proposals for new legislation in
the field of veterinary medicines and
medicated feed??, it is ‘disappointed’
that they do not include ‘more signif-
icant steps’ towards a single EU mar-
ket for veterinary medicines.

The Commission’s proposals, which
were adopted in September, aim to
improving the availability of veteri-
nary medicines, but FVE believes the
current situation with an EU divided
into national markets will largely re-
main. ‘Situations wherein the same
medicine is allowed to be used in cer-
tain countries and not in others are
likely to stay unchanged,” it says,
add-ing that, especially in smaller
coun-tries, there is a risk that many
prod-ucts may remain unavailable.

Regardless of the principle that a
product authorised in one country
should be recognised by another, the
real situation will still depend on the
willingness of a company to apply
for such recognition and the willing-
ness of national authorities to accept
product evaluations made by other
Member States.

12 http://www.fve.org/uploads/publications/
docs/009_press_release_vmps_legislation.pdf
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While appreciating the Commission’s
efforts to simplify marketing author-
isation procedures and to promote
the authorisation of products for mi-
nor uses and minor species, FVE pres-
ident Christophe Buhot, commented:
‘without a good range of medicines,
veterinarians face great difficulties
in solving animal health and welfare
issues.

Regarding antimicrobial resistance,
FVE agrees with many of the Com-
mission’s proposals to safeguard the
efficacy of antimicrobials in both peo-
ple and animals, adding that the pro-
vision that antimicrobials may only be
prescribed for animals under the care
of the prescriber, should apply to all
prescriptions. ‘No prescription should
be made for animals that are not un-
der the care of the prescribing veteri-
narian, the responsible and accounta-
ble gatekeeper,’ it says. FVE also wel-
comes proposals to regulate sales of
veterinary medicines over the inter-
net, but sees practical difficulties in
putting these into practice. This is of
particular importance for substances
such as antibiotics, antiparasitics, an-
thelminthics and coccidiostats where
irresponsible and uncontrollable use
can lead to the development of re-
sistance. The online selling of antimi-
crobials may furthermore disrupt the
data collection of antimicrobial sales
and lead to misleading evidence and
false conclusions.

Finally, FVE regrets that veterinary
diagnostics are not mentioned by
the proposed Regulation. Yet fast and
reliable diagnostics will facilitate cor-
rect diagnosis and help restrict the
development of antimicrobial use.
The Federation therefore underlines
the need for a regulatory framework
for veterinary diagnostics.

The proposals will be forwarded to
the European Parliament and the
Council. Adoption and entry into
force is foreseen in 2016-2017. New
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legislation shall apply in all EU Mem-
ber States two years later.

Fish medicines

FVE to set up task force

There is a ‘significant lack’ of avail-
able medicines for the aquaculture
sector in Europe, recalled Nancy De
Briyne (FVE), during her presenta-
tion interested parties meeting of the
Committee of Veterinary Medicinal
Products on 22 September in Rome.
Together with Andrea Fabris, an Ital-
ian Fish Veterinarian and member of
the FVE Aquaculture working group,
they suggested suggested setting up
multi-stakeholder coalition to ex-
plore and identify possible options to
increase the availability of authorised
aquatic veterinary medicinal prod-
ucts on the EU and EFTA market. This
suggestion was welcomed by CVMP.

Although there is a huge growth po-
tential for European aquaculture,
development is hindered by a short-
age of fish medicines. Also, there are
practical difficulties in many Member
States with the cascade for fish med-
icines and import permits. Further-
more, responsible use of antibiotics
in aquaculture is essential for public
health, animal health and the envi-
ronment, and all medicines for aquat-

ic animals should be issued only on
veterinary prescription, after clinical
examination and diagnosis.

Pig health

Zinc oxide: just like any
other medicine

The FVE believes zinc oxide should be
treated as any other veterinary drug:
a marketing authorisation should
only be given after passing all qual-
ity, safety and efficacy tests. Its use
should be monitored and if the prod-
uct is fully licensed, FVE strongly pro-
motes a single European market.

The substance, widely used to pre-
vent piglet diarrhoea, raises concern
about environmental contamination
and the contribution to zinc and anti-
microbial resistance. While some Eu-
ropean countries use it extensively, it
is strictly forbidden in others, leading
to an unfair market situation — espe-
cially when comparing data on the
monitoring of antibiotic consumption
in pigs

The FVE medicines working group
has prepared a position paper, which
is up for adoption at the upcoming
FVE General Assembly.



ECDC to host antibiotic
awareness day

‘Everyone is responsible, everywhere’
is the theme of this year’s Europe-
an Antibiotic Awareness Day 2014,
which will be held in Stockholm, Swe-
den, on 17 November, organised by
the European Centre for Disease Con-
trol (ECDC). In the first session, rep-
resentatives of various institutions,
including the ECDC, the European
Commission and the World Health
Organisation, will provide data on the
current situation and present their
action plans. In the second session,
FVE president Christophe Buhot and
other stakeholder representatives
will make short opening statements
about the work their organisation are
doing to support the efforts against
antimicrobial resistance.

Advice to health
professionals

Together with the European doctors
(CPME) and dentists (CED), FVE has
published a leaflet with advice for all
health professionals on the responsi-
ble use of antibiotics®3.

The document recalls that antibiotics
are ‘vital to treating and preventing
the spread of disease in animals and
humans’ but that the risk that the
disease-causing bacteria will develop
resistance to an antibiotic increases
every time it is used.

In 2012 and 2013, FVE published a
total of six leaflets on the responsi-
ble use of antimicrobials — for vet-
erinary practitioners, policy makers,
pet owners, farmers, horse owners

13 http://www.fve.org/news/publications.
php?item=235

and the general public — to help raise
awareness. Earlier this year, FVE pub-
lished a joint leaflet with the CMPE
and CED with advice on the respon-
sible use of antibiotics in both people
and animals.

Education

Now accepting applications
in pet and pig medicine

Providers of structured, professional
development programmes for vet-
erinary practitioners are invited to
contact VetCEE (Veterinary Continu-
ous Education in Europe) if they wish
their programmes to be accredited.

Minimum European standards al-
ready exist at veterinary graduate
and specialist level, but there is a lack
of standards for the intermediate
(middle-tier) level. VetCEE is devel-
oping minimum standards, and will
evaluate programmes — both new
and existing — that meet these stand-
ards. It is now accepting requests for

accreditation from suppliers of
companion animal medicine and pig
medicine programme organisers.

Three companion animal medicine
programmes have already been eval-
uated and approved: those proposed
by the BSAVA in collaboration with
Nottingham Trent university, by the
Danish Small Animal Veterinary As-
sociation together with Copenhagen

University and by the Faculty of Vet-
erinary Medicine of Lublin in Poland.

VetCEE is an independent organisa-
tion, created in collaboration with
the European Board for Veterinary
Specialisation and the European As-
sociation of Establishments for Veter-
inary Education.

Evaluation system of
‘crucial importance’

Veterinary specialists in aquaculture
or in emergency and critical care now
have their own European college. The
European College of Aquatic Animal
Health (ECCAH) and the European
College of Emergency & Critical Care
(ECECC) were provisionally accepted
by the European Board of Veterinary
Specialisation (EBVS) during its an-
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Michael Day

Michael Day is Professor of Veterinary Pathol-
ogy at the University of Bristol, UK. He is a di-
agnostic pathologist and teaches immunology
and pathology to veterinary students, while
researching companion animal immune-me-
diated and infectious diseases. Michael is
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Comparative
Pathology. He is Senior Vice-President of the
BSAVA and chairs the WSAVA One Health
Committee and WSAVA Vaccination Guide-
lines Group. Michael is also Vice-President of
the WSAVA Foundation and a member of the
Project Board for the WSAVA African Small
Companion Animal Network (AFSCAN). He
is a Trustee for the Mission
Rabies Project and a mem-
ber of the Petplan Charita-
ble Trust Scientific Advisory
Committee

1. Please explain your
role  and interest in
the  CALLISTO project

| am a member of the Man-
agement Board for the CAL-
LISTO Project and specifically
the Leader for Work Package
I1l, which involves the co-or-
dination of the annual CAL-
LISTO conferences and final
editing of the annual CALLSI-
TO reports. | represent the
University of Bristol and the
WSAVA as partners on the Board. In the final
stages of CALLISTO we are also producing an
open-access electronic supplement issue of
the Journal of Comparative Pathology, which
will showcase the outcomes from the project.
| will co-ordinate and edit this supplement is-
sue. CALLSISTO fits perfectly with my interest
in One Health.

2. How does CALLISTO interact with the
work of the WSAVA One Health Committee?

The WSAVA One Health Committee (OHC)
was established in 2010 with the mission of
‘ensuring the prominence of the small com-
panion animal-human interface in the global
One Health agenda’. The OHC works in the
three related areas of (1) the human — com-

panion animal bond, (2) comparative and
translational clinical research, and (3) zoonot-
ic infectious diseases. In the latter area the
committee has published a white paper on
the need for surveillance of canine and feline
zoonoses and has actively engaged with glob-
al canine rabies control, co-hosting a meeting
with OIE in November 2013 at which a target
date of 2030 was set for global canine rabies
elimination. The focus of CALLISTO on com-
panion animal zoonoses clearly overlaps with
this activity of the OHC.

3. What are the three most important issues
out of CALLISTO you will take home?

CALLISTO has

clearly high-
lighted the
current de-

ficiencies in
knowledge
related to the
importance
of  compan-
ion animal
zoonoses  in
Europe. The
project has de-
fined the need
for action, par-
ticularly  with
respect to sur-
veillance, but
also identified
the practical and financial challenges that
will be encountered in addressing these is-
sues. It has been a privilege to work with the
wide group of expertise that has been built
up within the CALLISTO network over the past
3 years.



nual general meeting, held in Brus-
sels on 11 and 12 April. This brings
the total number of Colleges to 25.
An initiative to set up a European
College of Veterinary Microbiology —
including virology, bacteriology and
mycology - was met favourably and a
full proposal will be presented at the
AGM next year.

The EBVS executive committee
was re-elected unanimously for
2014-2015, consisting of Stephen
May (ECVS) — president; Linda Hor-
spool (ECVPT) — secretary; Mona
Aleksandersen (ECVP) — treasurer;
Dominiek Maes (ECPHM) — vice-pres-
ident and Peter O’Brien (ECVCP) —
past president.

FVE & professional
matters

Updating the principles of
veterinary certification

According to its working group of vet-
erinary statutory bodies, which met
on 3 October, the FVE’s ‘10 principles
of veterinary certification’ urgently
needed updating, A veterinary certif-
icate, is a formal declaration of a vet-
erinarian, and plays an important role
in the prevention and control of an-
imal health and welfare and related
public health issues. An update will
be presented at the upcoming FVE
general assembly.

The working group also discussed the
implementation of the Directives on
professional qualifications and on al-
ternative dispute resolution and re-
viewed the FVE By-Laws.

FVE prepares new strategy
plan

In the past months, three regional
strategic meetings have been organ-
ised by FVE (in Brussels, Rome and
Visegrad) in order to receive input
from all FVE members on what they
want their federation to focus on in
the coming five years. The main con-
clusions and recommendations of
these 3 meetings will be presented
at the November FVE GA in the form
of a draft proposal for a new strategy
plan. A final version is planned for the
2015 spring GA, which will take place
on 5th and 6th of June in lasi, Roma-
nia.

At the strategy meetings, FVE also
presented the its activity report for
2012-2014.

European survey: over
12,500 data collected

Over 12,500 responses from a total
of 26 countries are currently being
analysed for the survey of the de-
mography of the veterinary profes-
sion in Europe. In December 2013,
the FVE signed a contract with a UK
consultancy company specialised in
performing surveys of professional
groups, and the web-based question-
naire for veterinarians (in 10 languag-
es) was launched on 15 May.

Preliminary results of the survey,
which includes data on education,
work situation, economics and
thoughts about the future, will be
presented at the November general
assembly, with a final report expect-
ed early 2015.

OIE and FVE exchange
Official Letters

In the past months, the World Or-
ganisation for Animal Health (OIE)
and the FVE exchanged official let-
ters agreeing on the establishment
of official relations between the two
organisations. The letters state that
the organisations should ‘reinforce
relations’ in particular in the areas
of Good governance of veterinary
services, veterinary education, anti-
microbial resistance, animal welfare
and ‘One Health’.

The OIE and FVE agree to ‘act in col-
laboration and to consult each other
in questions of mutual interest’, pro-
vide expertise, exchange information,
and other possible collaboration,
notably in order to develop interna-
tional cooperation for animal health
and welfare, food safety and the fight
against zoonoses. The participation
of FVE in the activities of the OIE Plat-
form on Animal Welfare for Europe is
a good example of the good
working relation between the two
organisations.
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21-22 November

FVE General assembly

The FVE will hold its upcoming gen-
eral assembly in Brussels, on 21 and
22 November. During the meeting,
two parallel workshops will be held,
one on Wellness of the veterinary
profession and one on the Revision of
the European medicines legislation.
Other topics to be discussed include
animal health and welfare in aqua-
culture, veterinary education, veter-
inary demography, medicated feeds,
veterinary certification, stray dogs,
outcome of the strategy meetings, as
well as a number of internal issues (fi-
nances, subscription fees and voting
rights). As guest speaker, FVE has in-
vited Ladislav Miko, Deputy Director
General of DG Sanco.

The FVE Sections (practitioners, hy-
gienists, state veterinary officers and
veterinarians working in research, ed-
ucation or industry) will meet on 20
November. The spring general assem-
bly is planned for 5-6 June 2015 in lasi
(Romania).

Miscellaneous

Elections

WVA elects new Council

The immediate Past President of the
World Veterinary Association (WVA),
Dr Tjeerd Jorna, is delighted to an-
nounce the
new WVA
Elected
Council for
the coming
three vyear
term (2014-
2017). The
WVA  Elec-
tions 2014
were conducted via electronic voting
system and the overall participation of
the WVA members was very high. The
new WVA Council will start its term in
office on 30th November, i.e. the day
after the next WVA general assembly
meeting The following candidates
were elected as Officers and Council-
lors: René Carlson (USA) — president;
Johnson Chiang (Taiwan) — president
elect; Maria Baptista (Angola) and
Oumar Tounkara (Mali) — councillors
for Africa; John Drake (Canada), Lyle
Vogel (USA) — councillors for North
America; Maria Nelly Cajiao (Colom-
bia) and Guilherme Costa (Brazil)
— councillors for Latin America; Hur
Juhyung (Korea) and Achariya Sailas-
uta (Thailand) — councillors for Asia
and Oceania; Zoran Katrinka (Serbia)
and Rafael Laguens (Spain) — council-
lors for Europe; Farouk El-Dessouky
(Egypt) and Khaled EI Hicheri (Tuni-
sia) — councillors for the Middle-East
and North Africa; Sira Abdul Rahman
(Commonwealth Veterinary Associ-
ation) — councillor for international
regional organisations and Patricia
Turner (International Association of
Colleges of Laboratory Animal Med-
icine, IACLAM) — councillor for inter-

national discipline-centred organisa-
tions.

FVE wholeheartedly thanks the out-
going council members, in particular
past president Tjeerd Jorna and coun-
cillors Karel Daniel, Rainer Schneichel,
Bob Stevenson and Walter Winding
for their contributions to the WVA.
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